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Ph.D.


Middle School Education 




University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia, May, 1999




Advisor:  Professor Laurie E. Hart




Concentration: Teaching and Leadership

Title of Dissertation:  Literacy Educators for a Democratic Society:







A Study of the LEADS Group

M.L.S.


Library and Information Science




Rutgers University,  New Brunswick, New Jersey, May, 1992




Advisor:  Professor Carol C. Kuhlthau




Specialization:  School and Media Services

B.A.


Major:  English
Minor:  Education




Rutgers College, New Brunswick, New Jersey, May, 1990

Professional Experience

2006 – present
Associate Professor


Department of Counseling, Human Development, and Educational Leadership


Montclair State University, Montclair, NJ

Faculty position at Montclair State University working with M.A. students in Educational Administration and Supervision.  

Classes taught:

· ELAD 540, Supervision I

· ELAD 622, School Finance

· ELAD 615, Supervised Field Experience

Administrative and Service Responsibilities:

· Chair, Search Committee for Educational Administration

· Member, Assessment Committee for Advanced Programs

· Member, CEHS Graduate Curriculum Committee

· Curriculum development for Masters degree revision
2004 – 2006

Chair, Associate Professor




Department of Educational Foundations




Millersville University

1999-present

Assistant Professor




Department of Educational Foundations




Millersville University

Tenure-track position at Millersville University, including work with M.Ed. students in Educational Leadership and BSE students in Secondary Education.  

Masters Degree in Leadership for Teaching and Learning:

· Taught courses in Supervision and Professional Development 

· Supervised leadership and supervisory students in culminating internship

· Mentor for two cohorts of 20 degree candidates
· Taught one-credit cohort seminars each semester to support students’ completion of non-course-related program requirements (mentor relationship, professional development plan, portfolio)
· Coordinated administration of Professional Development Inventory (standardized battery of assessments given to prospective leaders by NAESSP)

· Paired degree candidates in Educational Leadership with practitioner mentors

· Developed and delivered on-site Masters in Leadership for School District of Lancaster

· Coordinated and wrote Specialty Professional Association (SPA) accreditation report submitted to ELCC

· Developed program assessments including portfolio and internship expectations

Other classes taught:

· EDSE 321 – Issues in Secondary Education 

· EDUC 601 – Methods of Research 

· EDFN 560/561 – Clinical Practicum & Student Teaching 

· EDFN 461 – Undergraduate student teaching 

· EDFN 301 – Pedagogy Seminar 

· EDW 530 – Issues in Middle School Education 

Administrative and service responsibilities:
· Department chair

· Interim Director of Early Field Experiences

· Coordinator of secondary student teaching program

· Member of School of Education Conceptual Framework Renewal writing team

· Department liaison to Renaissance Project on Teacher Work Sample

· Department representative to Teacher Education Council

· Departmental Search Committees

· University Library Liaison

· APSCUF (faculty union) representative

· Presenter at New Faculty Orientation seminars on evaluation and assessment

· Committee member for Special Education Masters theses

· Department representative to Science Education Convocation

· Alternate member of Graduate Course and Program Review

· Member and chair of Undergraduate Course and Program Review

· Department representative to Faculty Senate

September 2001 –
Chair of Statewide Supervision Workgroup

June 2003

Pennsylvania SSHE-CETP Group




Funded by Grant from National Science Foundation

1997-1999

University Wide Graduate Assistant



Department of Elementary Education




University of Georgia
1996-1999

Adjunct Professor




Piedmont College




Athens, Georgia

1995-1997

Sixth Grade Teacher 




W.R. Coile Middle School




Athens, Georgia

1992-1995

Eighth Grade Teacher




Clarke Middle School




Athens, Georgia

1993-1997

Cooperating Teacher




W. R. Coile Middle School, Clarke Middle School 

1991-92

Media Specialist




Roosevelt and Grover Cleveland Elementary Schools




Rahway, New Jersey

1990-91

Seventh grade English Teacher




Thomas Jefferson Middle School




Edison, New Jersey

Publications

Ward, J. R. & McCotter, S. S. (2004).  Reflection as a Visible Outcome for Preservice Teachers.  Teaching and Teacher Education.

McCotter, S. S. (2003, Spring).  Defining Justice.  Scholar Practitioner Quarterly 1(3).

McCotter, S. S. (2002, December). “If We Only Had Better Students”: Re-Learning How to Be a Good Teacher.  Teaching Education 13(3).

McCotter, S. S. (2002, May). Book Review of Meet Me in the Middle: Becoming an Accomplished Middle School Teacher by Rick Wormeli.  Teachers College Record. 

Ward, J. R. & McCotter, S. S. (2002). A Comparison of Two Approaches to Meeting NCATE 2000 Standards.  Pennsylvania Teacher Educator.


McCotter, S. S. (2001, June). The journey of a beginning researcher. [103 paragraphs]. The Qualitative Report [On-line serial], 6(2). Available: http://www.nova.edu/ssss/QR/QR6-2/mccotter.html.

McCotter, S. S. (2001).  Collaborative groups as professional development.  Teaching and Teacher Education, 17 (6), pp. 685-704.  


McCotter, S. S. (1999).   Team meetings:  A forum for democratic decision making.  In J. E. Allen (Ed.), Class actions:  Teaching for social justice in elementary and middle school.  New York:  Teachers College Press. 

Manuscripts in Preparation


McCotter, S. S. (monograph in progress).  Collaboration as Professional Development.  Professional development guide for principals.


McCotter, S. S. (submitted manuscript).  “Nobody messes with Zasha”: Leadership and single-gender settings”.  Chapter in book on single gender classrooms to be submitted to Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.

Grants Awarded


Ward, J. R. (2002-2003).  Collaborative-Constructivist Model for Student Teacher Cohorts.  National Science Foundation, Level II funding from the CETP grant.  Awarded $20,000.  Grant administered by J. Ward & S. McCotter

McCotter, S. S.  (2001-2002).  Using Collaborative Teams in the Supervision of Student Teachers.  National Science Foundation, Level II funding from the CETP grant. Awarded $20,000.  Grant administered by S. McCotter & J. Ward

McCotter, S. S.  (2000-2001).  Travel-to-Present Faculty Development Grants to attend National Middle School Association conference in St. Louis, MO, and American Educational Research Association conference in Seattle, WA.  Awarded $950.00.

Papers Presented (National)


McCotter, S. S. (2005). Developmentally Appropriate?  Re-visioning Department Meetings.  Paper presented at American Educational Research Association, Montreal.


McCotter, S. S.(2005). CIRQL-ing the Wagons: Evaluating the Integration of Reflection and Student Learning.  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Association of Colleges of Teacher Education, Washington, DC.

McCotter, S. S. & Ward, J. R. (2003, April).  Integrating Reflection and Student Outcomes: Can It Be Done?  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Chicago, IL.

Deemer, S., McCotter, S. S., & Smith, N. (2003, April).  Sharing the Responsibility: A University-School District Investigation of Middle School Transition. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Chicago, IL.

McCotter, S. S. & Ward, J. R. (2003, February). Student Learning and Teacher Reflection: Searching for Meaningful Connections. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Association of Teacher Educators, Jacksonville, FL.

McCotter, S. S. (2003, March). Creating a CIRQL of Learning. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, San Francisco, CA.

McCotter, S. S., & Ward, J. R. (2002, April).  Teacher Work Samples:  Does Weighing the Pig Make it Fatter?  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, New Orleans, LA.

Hart, L. E., McCotter, S. S., Muth, K. D., & Lin, J. H. (2002, April) Interdisciplinary Teams at the Middle Level: Results of a National Survey.  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, New Orleans, LA.

McCotter, S. S. & Ward, J. R. (2002, April).  Empowering Students and Teachers through Collaborative Inquiry. Paper presented at Pathways to Change: An International Conference on Transforming Math and Science Education in the K16 Continuum

sponsored by the Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Teacher Education Collaborative (STEMTEC) funded by the National Science Foundation, Arlington, VA.

McCotter, S. S., & Ward, J. R. (2001, November).  Using Collaborative Teams in Supervision.  Poster presented at Annual Meeting of the Project 30 Alliance, Washington, DC.


McCotter, S. S., Muth, K. D., Hart, L. E., & Lin, J. H. (2001, April).  Middle School Teacher Education Programs:  Recent Graduates Perceptions of How Well Prepared They Are.  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Seattle, WA.


Hart, L. E., Muth, K. D., Lim, J. H., & McCotter, S. S. (2000, November). Graduates of middle-level teacher education programs:  Where do they teach and how well prepared are they?  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the National Middle School Association, St. Louis, MO.


Muth, K. D., Hart, L. E., Lim, J. H., & McCotter, S. S. (2000, April).  Middle school teacher education programs: A national survey.  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, New Orleans, LA.



McCotter, S. S. (2000, January).  The journey of a beginning researcher.  Paper presented at the Annual Conference of the Qualitative Research in Education (QUIG), Athens, GA.

McCotter, S. S. (1999, April).  Literacy education for a democratic society:  Finding a path of professional development.  In A. Richert (Chair), Contexts for Professional Development and School Reform:  Teacher Learning in, from, and about Collaboration.  Interactive symposium at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Montreal, Canada.


Allen, J. E. & McCotter, S. S. (1999, April).  Class actions: The potential of multiple contexts in educating for democracy.  In L. B. Jennings (Chair), Multiple Contexts for Teaching and Learning for Social Justice: Classrooms, Community Organizations, and Schools.  Symposium at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Montreal, Canada.


McCotter, S. S. (1999, January).  Seeking a united voice:  Representing collaboration through poetry.  Paper presented at the Annual Conference of the Qualitative Research in Education (QUIG), Athens, GA.


McCotter, S. S. (1996, November).  The why and how of collaborative planning.  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the National Middle School Association, Baltimore, MD.


Naumowicz, D., Thompson, K. F., & McCotter, S. S. (1996, November).  Implementing a schools of choice program and its impact on classroom teachers.  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the National Middle School Association, Baltimore, MD.


Thompson, K. F., McCotter, S. S., & Naumowicz, D. (1996, November).  Teachers on middle school teams:  The effects of two- to five-member teacher teams.  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the National Middle School Association, Baltimore, MD.


McCotter, S. S. (April, 1996).  Constructive rebellion:  An integrated social justice curriculum in middle school.  In J. Allen (Chair), Literacy education for a democratic society.  Symposium conducted at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, New York, NY.


Pate, P. E., Homestead, E., Park, C., Matthews, S., McCotter, S. S., Matthews, R., & Jordan, J. (1995, November).  Useful resources for curriculum integration.  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the National Middle School Association, New Orleans, LA.

Papers Presented (Regional)

Ward, J. R. & McCotter, S. S. (2002, October). A Comparison of Two Approaches to meeting NCATE 2000 Standards.  Paper to be presented at the annual meeting of the Pennsylvania Association of College Teacher Educators, Harrisburg, PA.

McCotter, S. S. (2000, October).  Teaming and scheduling in middle schools:  Organizing to facilitate learning.  Paper presented at the annual conference of the Pennsylvania Middle Level Association, Gettysburg, PA.

Service – Invited Presentations


McCotter, S. S. (2004, July).  Social Science Research Methods: Presentation to Upward Bound Students.  Millersville University.


McCotter, S. S (2002, February).  Presentation to Intermediate Unit 13 Superintendents at Annual Superintendents Dinner sponsored by Deans of Graduate Studies and Education.


McCotter, S. S. & McDowell, L. (2001, March).  Presentation to Social Studies teachers of Intermediate Unit 13, Pennsylvania.
McCotter, S. S. (2001, January).  Authentic Assessment in Action.  Presentation to faculty members of Reynolds Middle School, Lancaster, Pennsylvania.


McCotter, S. S. (2000, December).  Presentation to middle school principals of Intermediate Unit 8, Pennsylvania.


McCotter, S. S. & Thompson, K. F. (1998, May).  Working collaboratively:  Planning for a middle school team.  Paper presented at the Spring conference of the League of Professional Schools, Athens, GA.

Honors and Awards

2001


Division K New Faculty Seminar


Invited to participate in seminar sponsored by Teacher Education Division (Division K) of American Education Research Association (AERA) geared toward mentoring faculty members in their first years of academic life.
1997-1999

Awarded University-Wide Graduate Assistantship



Competitive graduate level position at the University of Georgia

1998


Division K Doctoral Student Seminar

Invited to participate in seminar sponsored by Teacher Education Division (Division K) of American Education Research Association (AERA) geared toward mentoring doctoral student in the dissertation phase of their programs.

Editorial Service

Referee Middle School Journal
Reviewer for Sage Publications

Reviewer for AERA Annual Conference, Divisions B & K, and Research in Middle Level Education SIG

Reviewer for AACTE Annual Conference

Internal Reviewer for NSF funded Level II Grant Applications for CETP-PA

Other Professional Development Activities

Co-author of reports to Specialty Professional Associations for Supervision, Leadership, and Science Education 

Attended AACTE Leadership Institute for Department Chairs, May 2004, San Antonio
Invited Member of Middle School Certification Guidelines, Pennsylvania Department of Education

Member of Writing Team for Renewal of Conceptual Framework, Professional Education Unit, Millersville University.

Board of Directors, Jenkins Early Childhood Center, Millersville University.

W. R. Coile Middle School, volunteer work supervising and mentoring first year teachers, 1998-1999.

University of Georgia Middle School Education Advisory Committee, member, 1993-1997.

Literacy Education for a Democratic Society, discussion group funded by National Reading Research Center grant, 1995-1999.

UGA P-16 Co-reform committee, member 1996-1997.

Pilot participant, National Board for Professional Teaching Standards, portfolio development for Early Adolescent/Generalist national certification process.

Membership in Learned Societies

American Educational Research Association (AERA)

National Middle School Association (NMSA)

AERA Special Interest Group:  Research on Middle Level Schools

AERA Special Interest Group:  Faculty Development 

Association of Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD)

Association of Teacher Educators (ATE)

American Association of College Teacher Educators (AACTE)

References (letters to be mailed separately)

Dr. Carl Glickman, Founder & Senior Advisor, Program for School Improvement

University Professor Emeritus
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Millersville, PA 17551

(717) 872-3785
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Ms. Julie Maio, Director of Gifted Services
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1020 Lehigh Ave.
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